
Annex R: Search and Rescue                  
Executive Summary 

 
 
 

 
 
The purpose of this annex is to outline operational concepts and organizational arrangements 
for search and rescue (SAR) operations during emergency situations in our community.  This 
annex is applicable to all agencies, organizations and personnel with assigned SAR functional 
responsibilities.  In addition to SAR, related responsibilities for firefighting, radiological response, 
and hazardous materials response are detailed in other Annexes. 
 
CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS 

 
The responsibilities of our SAR team will be extensive during some types of emergency 
situations.  These responsibilities include the search for and extrication of victims during events 
such as structural collapse, hazmat accidents, flooding incidents, radiological incidents, and 
major fires or explosions. 
 
Local fire departments have the same responsibilities in disaster situations as they do in daily 
operations.  The local Fire Department has the primary responsibility of providing SAR 
operations in Harris County.   
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